
The Abiding Formula
1 John 2:24-25



TO ABIDE, YOU MUST ADD CHRIST
You cannot abide in Christ unless you have a personal 
relationship with Jesus
The world is filled with people who are trying to discover 
ways to be right with God that don’t involve Jesus
To add Christ means understanding that nothing but Him 
can make you right with God

“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No man comes to 
the Father except by Me” John 14:6

End of discussion



TO ABIDE, YOU MUST SUBTRACT SIN
As a believer, there are two things you must know about sin

At salvation, sin is completely forgiven
You are going to struggle with the effects of sin for the rest of your life

Abiding in Christ means dealing seriously with sin
The Lord wants you to deal honestly with the places where 
you have failed Him

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my 
anxious thoughts; and see if there is any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.” Psalm 139:23-24



TO ABIDE, YOU MUST SUBTRACT SIN
How do you subtract sin?

Agree with God that sin is sin
Admit that it has to go
Turn around and walk God’s way
That is the meaning of repentance



TO ABIDE, YOU MUST DIVIDE AND SURRENDER
You have to specifically commit every part of yourself to Christ

Every choice
Every decision
Every action
Every priority
Every need
Every circumstance

Divide them out separately and invite Christ to be Lord over 
each thing



TO ABIDE, YOU MUST DIVIDE AND SURRENDER
God commands you to give it all to Him, but you have to offer 
everything individually



TO ABIDE, YOU HAVE TO MULTIPLY YOUR INFLUENCE
When you are abiding, His Lordship will be evident through 
your life
Your relationship with Jesus will make a difference in your 
life and in the lives of the people around you
The Lord calls you to let your influence multiply into the 
lives of the people He places in your path


